[Vascular malformations of the colon. A frequently undetected etiology of lower digestive hemorrhage].
Angiectasia of the right colon is a new entity which must be considered in cases of lower intestinal haemorrhage. Moore's classification is the one that is generally accepted today; it distinguishes between 3 types the most interesting and best individualized of which is type I. It consists of acquired lesions occurring after the age of 60, often multiple, localized in the right colon and frequently associated with aortic stenosis and atheroma. The diagnosis of these vascular malformations is usually delayed because the lesions are submucosal and not visible at endoscopy. Bimesaraic arteriography may show typical images where extravasation of contrast medium is associated with vascular tuft or "tuff". Even the anatomicopathological confirmation of the diagnosis is difficult, since the lesion can only be located by special techniques, such as intra-arterial injection of a silicone-containing substance. Owing to the failure of modern techniques such as embolization, the only possible treatment is surgical, based on resection of the colonic segment involved.